
  

 

A regional group of  The Cottage Garden Society 

Summer 2020— Issue No.97 

   



2 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website of our Group:  https://staffsandworcsgardening.club 
Dedicated email address—swgc16@talktalk.net 

 

Please look at our Website – an ‘instant’ review of each event, photos, 
and of course a digital version of our Magazine. 

 

Note that for insurance purposes members in our group 
should also be a member of the National Cottage  

Garden Society 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact information normally here available to 

Gardening Group members only. 
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                                                    Staffs & Worcs Gardening Group  
 
                                         A regional Group of the Cottage Garden Society 

 
                                                                                                                        
 
 Newsletter No. 97                                                  Summer  2020 

 
Hi everyone, I hope you are all well and bearing up to these strange times we 
are having to contend with. I think that although most of us are in the ‘At Risk’ 
group and having to be careful not to catch this nasty virus, in other ways we are 
lucky. We don’t have to worry about work and all the pressures and problems 
most young families are having to contend with. The one thing that has kept me 
sane is the garden and the wonderful weather we have been enjoying. 
 
Gardening is such a relaxing hobby to see this small piece of land that we 
cultivate and then see it burst into a cacophony of colour as the weeks and 
season move along is something that lifts the soul. 
 
Before closing I would like us all to spare a thought and remember Jan who we 
lost a few weeks ago she will be sorely missed by our group. Let’s hope that this 
dreadful time passes soon and we all meet  up again safe and well. 
 
Haydn. 

 

Front cover photo Pat Orme’s Crewel Work—see page  10 

 
Articles for Autumn Edition to me by 1st August 2020 please 

 

Pat Ellett 
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Bicycle Clips Resting 
 

Well, what a surprise, we have all had with this Chinese virus but as the old 
saying goes “Every dark cloud has a silver lining”. 
 
I’m hoping our Editor is content that I have worn white cotton gloves writing this 
scripture—a few snippets to keep you busy. 
 
“God Almighty first planted a garden; and indeed it is the purest of human 
pleasures” - Francis Bacon. 
 
The enjoyment of flowers is our instinct.  It make itself apparent in childhood, 
our secret garden.  A plot for oneself, but it is your undisputed property and 
you are left to follow your own devices;  to dig, to sow, to tend and gather 
produce.  The quest of the beautiful, this apple is bitten, the determination in 
more mature years to emulate nature and its greed for beauty. 
  
If any defence of this passion be required it would be necessary to appeal to 
the derivation of the word ‘garden’ for a complete and overwhelming 
justification.  The dictionary gives ‘geard’ (Anglo-Saxon);  ‘a yard’ or ‘walled 
enclosure’.  Here we set forth and seek refuge, seclusion, quietude, freedom 
from prying eyes—to be immersed as time flicks by but reminded by tiredness 
and thirst and hunger to cease the one form of sustenance for another.  
 
Now dear reader enough of my sermon! 
 
The Lawn -  Our fickle climate teases us when to sow or lay turf but an 
ancestral voice will nominate to you that Spring or August is to be used—the 
birds have all left their nests in August for the field, as Spring sowing will need 
protection. 
 
The method or preparation of said ground for seed sowing or for turf are 
practically identical.  The quest is drainage by means of shale, ashes or pipe if 
it be a hard clay base or  can be dug out and replaced.  Enrich the soil and dig 
over, so the roots can multiply  and absorb the goodness in situ.  Rake said 
ground, remove all obstructions to a fine tilth, then roll it (the ground) until the 
surface becomes quite true and firm, i.e. stand on it – no footprint should be 
prominent. 
 
When your green plot grows to an inch high it will benefit from a compost of 
fertiliser, as it grows do not cut but roll it.  It is often asked ‘When can I mow it’ - 
vagaries of the weather, it will need cool drying winds, not damp or wet or this 
will mutilate the grass.  Set the blades high and be slow and rhythmic, as if with 
a scythe, do not fly across your green as if in a fighter squadron. 
 
Keep rolling and mowing all summer and feeding. Your reward will be 
comments from visitors who will be -  green with envy! 
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Now for a rockery.  When siting is uppermost, do not correspond with a dark, 
dank corner but find a space light and airy, as if in the alps.  If possible let the 
aspect be one running from north-east to south-west.  Another common error 
is to accumulate too much of pebbles, shingle etc. So the roots can find 
sustenance to thrive, lay the rocks in congenial crannies so the plants are 
happy as if in their alpine home, whilst filling said crevices, ram the soil hard 
down, if it is too light it will be washed away by heavy rain.  Do not overplant 
but wait and see because the strong may overtake the weak. It will be most 
beneficial if the rockery is elevated and good drainage is in situ.  One foot of 
top soil is ideal—of a nature of sandy loam, some peat and grit, for planting. 
 
Plants for sunny positions—saxifrage, silene, Androsace carnea, campanulas, 
alpine hare bells and dianthus. 
 
Plants for shady positions—hesperis, gentian, sedum, pulmonaria and viola. 
 
Plants for dry positions—sempervivum, helianthemum and draba. 
 
If after all that—or you thought better of it—have a pot of tea and cherry pie or 
custard creams. 
 
Then join me in an adventure of erasing the coronavirus from your thoughts. 
 
Extend your garden of beauty to the first frosts.  Yes, you are right—
dahlias.the national flower of Mexico. This flower appeals to the affections of 
the gardener because it is robust, sensible to its stately grace, whilst other 
plants are withering away to sleep or extinction—I myself prefer ’pom-poms’. 
 
Always plant crowns four inches deep, so any early shoots are not attacked 
by ’Jack Frost’.  To store in winter cover with sand or moss (dry) in a frost, 
damp proof location and not on a shelf in the greenhouse, where 
condensation off the panes of glass may seep on them. 
 
Always stake them with resolution, not in a slovenly nature.  After-care is as 
with other plants and feeding too. 
 
Now dear reader—had enough?  So have I.  Well my nasturtium seeds and 
cornflowers are brilliant with the compost supplied by Fred—I wish I had 
ordered more. 
 
John D. Holder 
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Another Tale from Above the River Bank 

 
In both this article and previous magazines about our garden project I have 
described one aspect of the work about the bank running along the main length 
of the garden (our ‘bank job’). 
 
Since last setting pen to paper when we could see no end to the rain and 
subsequent disastrous floods, spring has in fact wandered in quietly, bringing 
with it sunny days followed by chilly nights, just a few April showers and some 
unseasonable high temperatures.  The latter might well give us cause for 
concern if it were not for the fact that we have been both enjoying and taking 
advantage of them.  I guess we all have been out there in the gardens we are 
so fortunate to have, while we endeavor to cope with these present dire and 
unprecedented circumstances. 
 
For us, a positive outcome of all the earlier wet, is that the six fruit trees we 
planted on the long bank have settled in well, providing us with some glorious 
blossom which is just about at an end now in early May.   In December we 
treated ourselves to a Christmas present of a banana shaped wooden bench 
that sits snugly into the curve of the new stone wall that supports the bank.  We 
look forward to being shaded by the branches of the fruit trees as they grow. 
 
In springtime here, our gardening endeavours are watched over by the mallards 
that fly up from the river onto both our and the neighbouring rooftops.  They rest 
and they gossip; but I think their main purpose is to take part in look-out duty 
during the nesting season, in order to warn of impending attacks on the small 
ducklings we see swimming about with as yet no sense whatsoever of the 
dangers that could beset them; very like young children in fact.  Apart from 
foxes and a large old pike that apparently lurks a little way upstream, seagulls 
are quite happy to pick them off for a ready meal, so I am told.  I digress, so to 
return to gardening matters.  
 
Disappointingly, the delivery of our new greenhouse was postponed, as the due 
date coincided with the lockdown and workforce travel restrictions.  We were 
pleasantly surprised therefore, when we were informed by the company two or 
three weeks later, that government regulations had been eased somewhat, and 
that they were allowed to bring and install it so long as distancing rules could be 
observed.  So now we have in situ, a brand new greenhouse with small 
attached rear shed, which is of course, already in use! 
 
I wonder if like me, you find that buying plants on-line is a rather desultory 
affair?  I feel rather grumpy about paying postage, (a perfectly reasonable 
requirement) as I find myself thinking, “I could buy another plant for that!”  I miss 
our little Friday morning Country Market, held nearby at the Corn Exchange; and 
as a regular frequenter of the large Wednesday market, I miss that too, both for 
its vegetables and its oh so tempting plants.  I know that garden centres have at 
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the time of my writing, just been given the go-ahead to open soon, which 
might ease the withdrawal symptoms somewhat, but roll on the time when 
gardens are open to the public, horticultural shows are up and running and 
hidden gems in rare plant fairs are available for us to discover!  Meanwhile, 
we must all be patient, look after each other and try to keep well. 
 
 
Elizabeth White       
Dorchester         May 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             
 
 



8 

 

 

Spring Morning 
 
My wallflowers on a spring morning.  I love the scent. While they were still in 
flower, the seed for next year had germinated. Some of it outside and some 
in pots, just as an experiment. Isn't it good to know that the cycle 
continues  and that everything, except us, is going on as normal? 
 
 
Although, I have to tell you, they are now classed as dwarf! The sheep from 
the adjoining field made it through the hedge! 
 
 
Sheila Thomas 
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Jan 
 
As you all know Jan died on 20

th
 April.  The cancer we all thought she had 

beaten five years ago sadly returned. 
 
I would love you to remember Jan as one of our members.  She and Jack 
loved Cottage Garden meetings and visits.  As soon as we’d been to one 
meeting Jan would want to know when the next one was.  She loved being 
driven through our lovely countryside and found enormous pleasure in 
meeting up before meetings or visits for a pub lunch.  Like many of us Jan was 
a compulsive buyer of plants, many of which had not been planted in her 
garden as her strength failed.  Her much loved granddaughter Ellie, who has 
just bought her first house, was delighted to take the remaining plants for her 
new garden. 
 
Jan ran our raffle at Winter meetings for many years.  She loved looking out 
for suitable prizes, many of which she generously donated.  She was also 
always willing to help in the kitchen. 
 
We will all miss her cheerful presence at our meetings.  Hopefully Jack will 
continue to join us when this awful period in our lives is over and we all meet 
up again. 
 
Thank you for all your kind messages and cards sent to Harold and I – we 
appreciated them so much.  I know Jack, his daughters and Ellie also found 
great comfort from reading all your lovely cards and messages. 
 
Hopefully we will all 
meet up again before 
too long.  Just stay 
safe and keep well. 
 
 
Sue 

 
 

Photo by Paul Norris 
taken on a CGS visit 
to Cotswold Garden 
Flowers in August 

2012 (Jan on left with 
Sheila Thomas & 

Helen Lewis) 
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My Lockdown Challenge 
 
 
Earlier this year I went to London with a friend on a tour of the Royal School 
of Needlework. This inspired me to have a go at teaching myself Crewel 
Work, which is simply embroidery using wool. 
 
 
The spare time I would have during my enforced isolation seemed a good 
time to give it a go, after all you can find out how to do anything these days if 
you have the internet. 
 
 
I spent ages trying to find a design kit online and eventually took the plunge 
and sent away for my chosen design.  It turned out that I had purchased one 
way beyond my level of skill (zero) but nothing daunted I decided to carry on 
and give it a go as I had nothing to lose except time which I suddenly had 
plenty of. 
 
 
Previously I have done lots of cross stitch and tapestry work but never any 
type of proper embroidery. 
 
 
Following the detailed instructions of my kit I watched YouTube videos of 
every stitch eventually plucking up the courage to start. 
 
 
I can’t say it was easy as there is no real substitute for watching a live person 
demonstrating but as it was my only option it was better than no tuition at all. 
I am part way through the work now and definitely my later flowers and leaves 
are an improvement on my first attempts. 
 
 
The photo on the front cover shows my progress and if I am honest it makes 
the work look better than it actually is.  But it has kept me challenged in 
between my daily exercise of walking, housework and cooking and I tell 
myself I can only improve. 
 
 
Pat Orme 
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Spotted this strange caterpillar crawling across my patio—does anyone 

recognise it? -Pat Ellett 
 
 

How plants differ 
  
One thing that fascinates me about plants is the way in which they are named 
and classified, as gardeners we are well aware that these factors are quite 
fluid  - much to our consternation. I am equally captivated by the botanical 
differences between seemingly similar but related plants. 
 
To take one example: What is the difference between a Geranium (Crane’s 
Bill) and a Pelargonium?. It is not good enough to say that the latter is tender 
and the former hardy because these aren’t botanical differences and in a 
warmer locality – both could be hardy. A Geranium flower can be cut into two 
identical halves at any position on the face of the flower – a bit like a round 
sponge cake. A Pelargonium can only be cut in one position to achieve two 
identical halves, this is referred to as being irregular (technically: 
zygomorphic). The Geranium is an example of a regular flower 
(actinomorphic). Additionally, the Pelargonium has long fruits – its common 
name confusingly is Geranium, the fruits of the Geranium (Crane’s Bill) are 
split and shorter than the Pelargonium. Both these genera are in the family:  
Geraniaceae. Not wishing to confuse things but there is of course another 
related plant which many of us will be familiar with: The Stork’s Bill i.e. 
Erodium  - that’s your homework for next time. 

 
Gordon Malt 
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Gardens we planned to visit in spring 2020 – a review 

 
The lockdown resulting from the Coronavirus pandemic may have meant that 
we could all spend more time in our own garden but has deprived us of the 
chance to meet up as a group and share time together at the gardens we 
planned to visit. You may already have visited one or more of them but in the 
absence of visit reports what follows is a brief description of the gardens we 
planned to visit in April, May and June each with a sample photograph. Where 
the garden is planning to open later this year to the public, subject to lifting of 
isolation guidelines/rules, then details are included. The information and 
photographs included in this review are from the NGS website (https://
ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/) or the gardens own website. 
 
Avocet, Plealey, Shrewsbury 
 
This is cottage style garden (quarter of an acre) with modern twists shared with 
wildlife. Developed over a period of 15 years with the aim of creating a garden 
with interesting and unusual plants, it has been designed in a way that evokes 
an atmosphere of peace and contentment. It is a garden that encourages 
visitors to meander along the many pathways to discover its varied features, 
plant combinations and sculpture. Visitors are encouraged to look for and listen 
to the many different types of birds, butterflies and insects that share the  
garden. Avocet is part of the NGS Gardens for Wellbeing campaign. 
 
 
          Avocet                                                            Edge Villa             

https://ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/
https://ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/
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Edge Villa, Nr Yockleton, Shropshire 
 
This is a two acre garden nestling 400 ft. up, developed over the last 14 years, 
with views of the South Shropshire Hills. The site’s exposure to strong winds 
meant that several hedges had to be planted as wind breaks to shelter plants. 
One and a half acres of the site are rabbit fenced. The garden has large 
herbaceous borders with many unusual plants and fragrant roses. Shade 
borders are under planted with cardiocrinum, camassias, anemones, and 
bulbs. There is a Dewpond surrounded by purple elder, irises, candelabra 
primulas and dieramas. 1000 plants are propagated each year for sale at 
garden openings. Future planned opening: Sunday 23

rd
 August, 2:00 pm to 

5:00 pm 
 

 
 

 
                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     Four Seasons 

 
 
                                                                            West Acres  
Four Seasons, Walsall, West Midlands 
 
(Website: http://www.fourseasonsgarden.co.uk) 
This garden lives up to its name with distinct planting for the four seasons. We 
were due to visit in May. The early spring flowers include ‘Tete-a-tete’ daffodils 
and camellias followed by erythroniums, tulips, scilla and wisteria flowers. 
During May the azaleas are at their best with the new growth of acers and 
conifers. Other May flowers include anemone blanda and muscari. 
 
This is a suburban, south-facing ¼ acre (1010 m²) garden sloping to Walsall 
Arboretum. There is a small front garden but the rear garden (measuring 
935m²) which since 1992 has been totally re-landscaped by the owners. It is 
divided into three main areas and planted with 120 acers, 450 azaleas, bulbs, 
hellebores, camellias, perennials, begonias, bright conifers, topiary and shrubs. 
Within the garden there are semi-formal, oriental, woodland-like and jungle 
areas. Other features you will find include a chalet, a wooden oriental pagoda, 
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smaller pagoda and three water features. 
Four Seasons is an award winning garden that has been featured on many 
radio and TV programmes. 
 
Future planned openings Saturday 24

th
 October, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm          

Sunday  25
th
 October, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 

 
Westacres, Prestwood, Nr Stourbridge 
A plant collectors garden covering ¾ acre with unusual plants and many 
different varieties of acers, hostas and shrubs with a woodland walk and a 
large fish pool -  which if the owners email address is a clue has many Koi 
Carp. 
 
Future planned opening: Saturday 11

th
 August, 11:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

 
David Glennon 
 

More members photos and news needed 
 

It’s looking increasingly unlikely that we will be garden visiting this summer, so 
please share photos of your gardens with other members. 
If you haven’t looked at our website recently, we have a lovely selection of 
photos sent in by members so do add yours and share with everyone. 
Send photos and a brief note to swgc16@talktalk.net and they will be  
uploaded onto our website to share with everyone. 
Website address: https://staffsandworcsgardening.club 
 
Pat Orme 

 Agapanthus 
 

Has anyone else come across this strange phenomena?  I bought these white 
agapanthus from an old gypsy woman up in the mountains in Madeira.  She 
wrapped them up in old newspaper and they were as cheap as chips.  This 
was many moons ago before I realised that you were not supposed to bring 
back plants etc. in your suitcase of course.  
Smack of the wrist! 
 
The leaf and small flower are about two-thirds up 
the stem. I would be very interested to hear from 
any member who has come across the same 
thing. 
 
 
 
Pat Ellett 

mailto:swgc16@talktalk.net
https://staffsandworcsgardening.club
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                          Fred’s Plot 
 
 
 
I thought I would have a lot of time this year to tend my plot 
but due to numerous hospital appointments, this has not 
been so. 

 
My early potatoes ’Arran Pilot’ were planted nice and early but unfortunately 
were caught by the frost. However, they have recovered well and my main 
crop ’Maris Piper’ are fine.  When we had the farm it was just the same.  Even 
if we did everything right, fortunes could be made or lost by our changeable 
weather. 
 
Parsnip ‘Palace’ F1 grown in kitchen roll tubes are looking fine.  I have in the 
past used toilet roll tubes but the roots reach the bottom of the tube very 
quickly before the cotyledon leaves have fully expanded.  They must be 
planted without interruption of the tap root to avoid forked misshapen roots. 
 
The beetroot crop is looking fine.  I grow a long-rooted one ‘Alto’ F1 hybrid. 
Pat likes it because you get lots of slices, all the same size. 
 
My onions and leeks are growing well and have been watered several times.  
The onions I grow are ‘Sturon’ and ‘Red Baron’ and the leeks are 
‘Musselburgh’. 
 
The first sowing  of runner beans, (own saved seed) look rather sick as they 
were  severely affected by the strong winds we had.  I have just planted my 
second sowing. 
 
Pat and I today enjoyed our first feed of our strawberries—delicious! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fred Ellett 
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More Lockdown News 
 
When Lockdown has its benefits  -   We all no doubt had various feelings when 
the news we had to lockdown and stay at home were revealed to us.  But if we 
garden, that gives us more time, if we feel like it, or are able, to plant, seed, 
weed, and renew our gardens.  I myself have relished the days of this time, 
with renewing my vegetable garden, with the help of my younger daughter Ria, 
who had come home just before lockdown from Somerset. 
 
We had 2 tons of hardcore and matting delivered and Ria dug out nettles, 
grass and weeds and laid the paths around the vegetable site.  We have set 
seeds of lettuce and beans, mustard, leaf beet spinach etc.… The weather has 
been incredible, which has helped tremendously, plants are slow to grow 
much, lack of rain, and of course we are still early in the year.  Nevertheless 
we are hopeful for an abundance of crops.  My father used to maintain this 
vegetable garden, every week he came over from Walsall to enjoy a day of 
planting and organising it, and we would talk gardening, amongst many things.  
I was kept busy with 4 children then, and a stable of horses.  He passed away 
in 2001, and it has been my task to keep this veg patch maintained.  Two 
years ago I was about to give it up, but as we do, think twice and keep at it.  
My daughter has been a great help and my father would be very proud of us. 
 
The wonderful spring weather brought out the bulbs slightly earlier than usual, 
including my pots of daffs, the N. ‘Banana Daiquiri’,  which I thoroughly 
recommend. Also hyacinths, tulips, muscari, were delightful, even though the 
Tulipa  sylvestris, and Tulip ‘Huis Ten Bosch’, suffered due to the dry and hot 
weather. I have renewed the pots now with acidanthera, sparaxis and lilliums.  
Dahlias of pink white and red are potted up too, and as I don’t usually plant 
dahlias, time has been on my side.  When they start to flower I will place the 
pots in between the herbaceous borders for fillers, following the spring flowers 
of peonies lupins, camassias etc.  The blossom of our cherry trees and lilac, 
bird cherry and apples and pears will stay with me for a long time, it has been 
the most delightful spring, I think, ever for the garden.   
 
I have antirrhinums and petunias coming up ready to place into my front-of -
house border, following the wallflowers, and I have tagetes, the scent of which 
I adore, they take me right back to childhood.  Do you find the scent of certain 
flowers does that? Lilac is another and now the mayflower is out, remembering 
the walks with my family down lanes with hedges abundant with them. 
 
I  do hope many of you have experienced the good we have seen and felt, 
whilst going through this devastating Virus, which has brought sadness and 
grief to many,  The rainbow has been the symbol of Hope, and the clapping for 
our wonderful NHS and all the people involved everywhere, Whatever comes 
around we have to delight in the wonderful nature we see and hear from our 
windows and in our gardens, the sunshine has been a Godsend too,   Keep 
gardening and relish the Joy it brings - even the weeding and digging. 
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Narcissus ‘Banana 
Daiquiri’ 

 
 
 
 

A view of part of 
Margaret’s lovely 

garden 
 
 

Another view on 
back page 

 
 
 
 

Margaret Wilcox 

 
 
 

Every day may not be good 
 

But there is something good in 
every day 

 
 

Alice Morse Earle 
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Garden Up-Date from Helen & Geoff 
 
It is now nearly the end of May. Geoff has been very busy cutting back (his 
favourite occupation) and weeding. It is amazing how many spaces there are 
especially with pots on the patio. 
 
 
We have bought fuchsias and alpines by mail order and last week went to our 
small local  garden centre. It was very well organised but apparently had been 
very busy on the Wednesday it opened. 
 
 
I got violas and sweet peas from Wildegoose (free local delivery) and the 
sweet peas have just started flowering. Our seeds didn’t germinate—well,  it 
was old seed. Have found out I should have soaked them or scored them. I will 
save some from this year’s plants but meanwhile will just pick them for the 
house and for the girl next door who supplies us with cake. 
 
 
The clematis are flowering beautifully. We have a short one in the border which 
we bought at the Malvern show a couple of years ago and seems to have got 
established. Also a blue one from Pershore which has finally got going and our 
favourite Clematis ‘Polish Spirit’ which is rapidly out-growing its frame (it 
always does and has to have bits of string anchored to whatever supports I 
can find) It has one flower at the bottom which I am sure is too early. 
 
 
Now roses. ‘Maigold’ in very poor soil near the front door has been blooming 
profusely since the end of April but is coming to an end. We can’t see it from 
the house but it looks lovely from up the road and the neighbours love it. Our 
neighbours over the road have a camellia in a very sheltered spot which has 
been flowering since the end of February. They can’t see it from the house but 
we benefit. 
 
 
We are enjoying the herbaceous and its nice to think ---I got that when we 
visited so and so or that came from the cottage garden stall.  
 
 
Geoff has planted Runner Bean ‘Scarlet Emperor’ and Tomato ’Shirley’.   
 
 
 
Helen Lewis 
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June Motto from John D. Holder 

 
 

Mist in May and heat in June 
Brings all things into tune! 

,  
 

 
Rosa ‘Maigold’ 
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A Cornish Gem 
 
 

Kynance Cove, the queen of scenes, 
See it if you have the means, 

If you’ve legs and health and strength 
You can go to any length. 

 
Walk those cliffs from Lizard Point 

Though you ache in every joint, 
Your reward will be so rich, 

Raise your joy to fever pitch. 
 

Plants and rocks of rarest hue 
Waiting there to welcome you; 
Sea so sparkling, crystal clear, 

Little children have no fear. 
 

Flowers blooming everywhere, 
Oh, The joy of time to spare; 

To breathe and drink, then take your fill 
And find a cure for every ill. 

 
Echoes in the caves will sound 

As you reach the lower ground, 
Bringing thoughts of long ago,  

Of wrecks, or smugglers or such foe. 
 

The currents here can be quite fierce, 
And seagulls’ cries your ears may pierce; 

But such a precious spot as this  
Is far too good to ever miss. 

 
 

Maureen M Mortimer 
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Memories of Jan 

 
 
We all will have our own memories of dear Jan, our Queen of the Raffle, who 
reigned for so long. 
 
Many of those memories will be in the form of plants and Jan was always so 
generous with her plants. 
 
After admiring a veronicastrum in her lovely garden she said she would let me 
have one and sure enough I duly received  my plant.  The label has long been 
moved by the blackbirds but it is a light mauve and a delight.  The bees swarm 
over it and seem to go over every bit of the spike and it  flowers all summer.  
At the time of writing my flowers are only just emerging and not showing any 
sign of colour. 
 
We will all miss her company, her sense of humour, and the tap on the 
shoulder for “Would you like a raffle ticket?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pat Ellett 
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Lilies 

 
I have always loved growing lilies, both in the garden and in pots, but this year 
I soon grew tired of the twice daily quishing session – so I reached for the 
chemicals. 
 
Bug Clear was my weapon of choice (well, all I’d got that was possibly 
suitable).  I’ve lightly sprayed all my lilies roughly every fortnight and all I’ve 
found is dead lily beetles and none of their disgusting offspring, all covered in 
black goo. I would love to garden organically but, as with slugs, chemicals 
seem to be the only answer and yes I’ve read all the articles and tried all the 
organic solutions with very little success.  I hope I haven’t killed off some of the 
“good” bugs, but I’m looking forward to my beautiful lilies. 
 
Sue Potter 

 

 

CGS visit to Cotswold Garden Flowers August 2012 
 

Photo—Paul Norris 
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Cheese and Walnut Scones 

 

It’s not been easy to buy flour during the lockdown but If you like baking and 
have flour in the cupboard do try these delicious scones. 
Makes 9 
40g chopped walnuts 
125g grated cheddar cheese                                            
50g diced butter 
200g self raising flour 
150ml milk 
 
Preheat the oven to 220 degrees C 
In a large bowl rub the butter into the flour. 
Add 25g of chopped walnuts, and 110g of the grated cheese 
Mix to a soft dough with the milk. 
Turn onto a floured surface and quickly and lightly knead until smooth. 
Roll out to 2.5cm thick and cut into rounds using a 5cm cutter 
Place on a greased baking sheet 
Mix the remaining walnuts and cheese together. 
Brush the tops of the scones with milk and sprinkle the cheese and walnut 
mixture over the top. 
Bake for approx. 10 mins. 
These are delicious eaten warm or cold with lots of butter on! 
 
Pat Orme 

My Clivia house plant—the last petal has just fallen off!  Pat Ellett  



24 

 

 
 

Printed by Benhill Press of Rugeley 

 A regional group of  The Cottage Garden Society 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Another view of the garden of Margaret Wilcox 


