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Committee  
 
The information on this page is only available to members of the Staffs & 
Worcester Gardening Group  

 

Please send articles for magazine in either Word Format  

(any version), as an email or printed on A5, Arial 10pt. 

 

Articles for Summer Edition to me by 30th May, 2020 please 

Pat Ellett 

 

Website of our Group:  https://staffsandworcsgardening.club 
Dedicated email address—swgc16@talktalk.net 

 
Please look at our Website – an ‘instant’ review of each event, photos, 

and of course a digital version of our Magazine. 
 

 

Please note that for insurance purposes members in our 
group should also be a member of the National Cottage  

Garden Society 
 

Front cover— Breezy Knees Garden, North Yorkshire 
Photo by— David & Milly Glennon 
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Well here we are at the beginning of another year and again we are seeing 
the effects of climate change.   I don’t think in my lifetime of seventy plus 
years have I ever seen such a prolonged period of wet weather. Months of 
continuous rain. How this will effect our gardens is yet to be seen. Some 
plants will thrive, but others may suffer with their feet in water for prolonged 
periods.  
 
The snowdrops have been so early this year due to the warm winter bringing  
problems to gardens that open for snowdrops. 
 
Because my garden has new beds I thought I’d plant lots of bulbs for instant 
colour in the Spring and they all seem to be growing well—Daffodils, Tulips, 
Iris, Alliums, Erythroniums and Scilla. 
 
Hope the rest of the year gives us a good season for gardening. 
 
 
Haydn Williams (Chairman) 

 
The information on this page is only available to members of the Staffs & 
Worcester Gardening Group  
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Visit to John Massey’s Garden at Ashwoods 
on Saturday, 21 September 2019 

 
 
It was not quite the end of summer and a perfect day to visit John’s Garden at 
Ashwoods when  over 30 of us were welcomed by John and his 2 dogs. 
 
The first thing he made clear to us was that “a garden is not a museum”. 
John also said that gardening was a great help in dealing with loss; his friend 
Adam had died young and he has dedicated part of the garden to his memory. 
 
Our tour took us by the hedge  of small leaved holly which was being cloud 
pruned and John said it looked particularly nice with frost on it. 
 
John then took us by the new bed being made for T.V. Great British Gardens -
Season by Season by his friend Carol Klein.  John had also had much help   
from  Princess Sturdza, the great French  Garden Designer. 
 
Acers and Cornus were planted in the new Autumn Bed and John cheerfully 
told us the Garden was expensive to maintain and the Tea Room was the only 
part to make a profit! 
 
“There are no rights or wrongs, it’s what you like”. He plants a lot of spring 
bulbs, and the white Autumn Crocus looked lovely underneath the white 
washed bark of the Silver Birch trees. 
 
He advised “Prune in September, and if a garden is good in winter it will  look 
good through the year “. 
 
My first impression of the garden was of dappled shade and John said he 
owed a lot to his late friend Christopher Lloyd from Great Dixter; particularly 
his use of colour,  Streptocarpus were cut short and used as bedding plants in 
the ruin (this is a lot of work and needs doing daily). 
 
He was really impressed by the Persian carpet which was created by his 
young gardeners, but they couldn’t do the same thing next year, because he 
liked them to “push the boundaries” and be creative. 
 
I particularly liked the collection of pots inspired by Great Dixter, filled with 
tender annuals and especially the Pelargonium ‘Royal Oak’, Tradescantias, 
Alstroemerias, succulents and the towering yellow Canna. 
 
The lavender hedge was nicely trimmed, the Sedum ‘Rose Carpet’ looked 
nice close to Bergenias on the pebble bed.  I recognised blue asters and 
“Miss Wilmot’s Ghost ‘.  I loved the lovely large white Hydrangeas 
“Limelight”  (I think).and the two tiny daisies that had managed to escape the 



5 

 

 

 

lawn mower. 
 
 
I walked through Adam’s Garden, admiring the Cornus leaves, one side red 
and one side green, and thought of the quote “One is nearer God’s heart in a 
garden than anywhere else on earth”. 
 
Anne Clendon B.E.M. 
 
 
 

John’s Banana Tree 
Photo—Rob Ellett 
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Colour all Year by Andrew Ward 
Saturday, 19th October, 2019 at Wall Village Hall 

 
It was really a pleasure to see so many members attending this first indoor 
meeting since February at Wall Village Hall, no doubt tempted by the popular 
speaker Andrew Ward and happy memories of his excellent nursery at Norwell, 
Nottingham. 
 
He did however cause the committee a slight panic when he arrived a little later 
than expected but, as he explained, there had been a minor domestic difficulty 
involving his son, a train to the Isle of Man and a set of keys! 
 
The talk entitled Colour All Year swiftly got going with Andrew starting with trees 
(Malus ‘Red Sentinel’, Prunus serrula & Hamamelis) and shrubs (Cornus  
sibirica, Chimonanthus praecox, Lonicera & Skimmia).  On to early spring bulbs, 
Primulas and then to summer beauties and late season colour in herbaceous 
borders. 
 
A warning of the perils of planting the bamboo Phyllostachys aurea in a small 
garden with other more suitable varieties readily available.   
 
All of these selections were illustrated with Andrew’s own excellent slides and 
near the end of his talk he showed a speciality of his (of which he holds a 
national collection) the hardy chrysanthemums.  There was also an array of 
lovely plants for us to make a choice or two.   
 
An interesting idea of growing plants in sand which is a new project at Norwell 
was outlined at the end of the talk and by the sound of it was proving very 
successful.  This will be returned to in more detail perhaps in another talk at a 
later date. 
 
Thank you Andrew for a well delivered and interesting afternoon talk, enjoyed by 
all and I think we all hoped he managed to get his keys back very soon! 
 
Wendy Farrell  
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Breezy Knees Gardens & Nursery, Warthill, North Yorkshire 
 

This is the last of three reports sent to the Editor by David & Milly Glennon 
following a week spent in the Yorkshire Dales National Park last year. 
 
Situated on the eastern outskirts of York, some 5 miles from the city centre, 
Breezy Knees features award winning 20 acres of garden and a specialist 
perennial nursery. 
 
In 1998 former Pharmacist Colin Parker and his wife Marylyn purchased a 
bleak area of flat grass land that stretched for miles across the horizon towards 
York.  The first thing they did was to plant a shelter break of trees and shrubs, 
with extensive fencing to keep out rabbits and deer.  Developing the gardens 
started 6 years or so later.  The result is one of the largest gardens in the North 
of England (allow yourself at least 2 hours or more to walk through it) with over 
6,000 different varieties of plants with extensive borders, fountains, lake, trees 
and shrubs and garden rooms.  When we visited the May garden was in full 
bloom but in typical Yorkshire bluntness there was a notice saying that from 
June onwards this garden “would be rubbish”.  The June and other summer 
gardens had, of course, yet to bloom. 

Andrew Ward in action— 
 

Photo—Fred Ellett 
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There is an area that has no flowers, an ‘antidote’ to the rest of  the garden.  It 
is the Pinetum, planted in two stages with the larger ones put in about 17 years 
ago, and the dwarf varieties about 8 years ago.  A magnificent Pinetum, but on 
a much smaller scale than Whistling Gardens in Wilsonville, Ontario that has 
over 2,500 varieties of conifers. 
 
Attached to the gardens is the specialist nursery with a great selection of 
perennials with over 1,500 different varieties to choose from.  Everything they 
sell can be seen growing in the gardens, but sadly, not everything in the garden  
is available in the nursery.  Needless to say we came away with a good 
selection of plants. 
 
Other gardens worth visiting in the area include Newby Hall, Beningbrough Hall 
and Castle Howard plus many more—but that is for another article. 
 
 
David & Milly Glennon 
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The A.G.M. or an “Awfully Good Meal”? 
 

A.G.M.’s are always pending maybe disharmony of view or diction. 
 
But none was present—we had a most orderly and comical discussion on 
various aspects to please the members for the New Year. 
 
It was superb—it all reminded me of A.G.M.s at the Royal Tox Society with 
Colonel Hugo Boehm in charge.  It was as if we were in the Charge of the Light 
Brigade.  Then he would announce “Now it’s the buffet”!! 
 
What a buffet we had—dishes of a plenty, crisps, pork pie, sandwiches, cakes, 
pudding, cheesecake—whoa. “My belly extends one and a half inches.” 
 
With this behind us, the Quiz—most enjoyable.  I was pleased I got 
Nebuchadnezzar for one answer. 
 
The buffet was superb—thank you to all who donated, a very pleasant memory 
for us.  Thank goodness on this occasion I was in a car. 
 
With a smile and a whisper. 
 
John D. Holder 
 

 

Snowdrops from Landscape to a Cabinet of Curiosities 
A talk by Eddie Roberts -  18th January, 2020 

 
Eddie is a self-confessed Galanthophile having first got hooked when finding 
hundreds of Galanthus nivalis growing in his current garden in Shropshire 
during his first winter in 1970. 
 
Over 44 members and visitors crowded into Wall Village Hall on a sunny 
afternoon to hear a really interesting talk about Snowdrops. 
 
Every year from October onwards Eddie can be found on his knees checking 
out his collection and looking for any special ones amongst the many flowers. 
The talk started with a tour of Shropshire Churchyards which seem to be an 
ideal place to view masses of flowers every year. This is possibly due to small 
parish churches having clear connections to large houses where the owners 
many years ago would have been the only people with the wealth to buy 
expensive bulbs to plant in their grounds. Gradually over time the bulbs have 
moved into the churchyards where they lie relatively undisturbed. 
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Galanthus nivalis likes lots of moisture and thrives well as long as the bulbs 
never dry out, they even survive the occasional covering of flood water from the 
River Roden which runs alongside Eddie’s garden. After flooding a quick wash 
with a hose pipe and they look as fresh as ever. Not all Snowdrops thrive in 
damp soil many prefer better drainage and if your plants don’t look happy 
where they are then moving them to different soil conditions can often prove 
beneficial. 
 
If you want to see a mass of Snowdrops in flower then planting doubles gives 
you a greater mass of white. 
 
Eddie has well over 400 different varieties in his collection and is still adding 
more.  Some stunning photos showed just a few of the different markings and 
colourings to look out for if you are tempted to start collecting, but beware it is 
addictive.  
 
He showed us how to propagate by chipping or twin scaling, stressing the 
importance of good hygiene to avoid passing any virus present on a bulb to 
others. 
 
For our first talk of the year this was a brilliant start and we look forward to 
February at Swindon. 
 
Pat Orme 

Good books are friendly things to own. 
 
If you are busy they will wait… 
 
But if you’re lonesome this you know: 
 
You have a friend or two nearby 
 
Edgar Guest—’Good Books’ 
 



11 

 

 

Plant of the Month—January 2020 
 

 
Hamamelis × intermedia 'Barmstedt Gold' 

Hamamelis are deciduous shrubs with broadly ovate or rounded leaves, 

sometimes colouring well in autumn, and fragrant yellow to red flowers 

with 4 narrow petals, borne on the leafless branches in late winter and 

early spring. 

 

'Barmstedt Gold' has large, fragrant, deep golden-yellow flowers on 

the bare twigs in late winter and early spring; with yellow leaves in 

autumn. 

In my garden it grows well on clay soil and is really fragrant on a still 

sunny day early in the year. 

Pat Orme 
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A Change of Mind 
 

New Year’s Day, AD 2020, cold, low cloud about twelve degrees above 
freezing;  also this day will give my stomach a rest from party food.  I cycled 
down Dog Kennel Lane, barely touching the pedals of my old Sturmey 
Archer bicycle, three gears, not a bad day for cycling, or so I thought.  It was 
8.20am and not a soul stirred, then I thought, let’s go on a tree identity 
expedition and see what we can discover. 
 
Ah, an Alder Tree (Alnus Glutinosa) not as easily known by sight as the 
Oak, Beech or Cedar.  If it grows on moist loam Alder will reach seventy 
feet, but on the average it obtains thirty to forty feet.  Its bark is rough and 
black, its wood soft, whilst alive white but when cut and exposed to air it 
becomes red;  finally, on drying, it changes to a pinkish tint.  As a timber it 
has no great reputation but is durable for submersion in water or mud.  It 
has a reputation because its charcoal is splendid for gunpowder.  Its leaves 
remain green long after other trees have turned, in their young condition the 
leaves are covered in hairs and sticky.  The seed is not produced until the 
Alder is twenty years old—the catkins have red scales and each flower four 
stamens.  There is a variety (Incisa) where the leaves are deeply toothed 
and resemble those of the Hawthorn, in some localities the tree is called the 
’Howler and Aller’, coming from the Anglo-Saxon—Aler. 
 
Off we go—after about four deer leaps (3 miles) I happened upon a Spindle 
Tree but could not obtain access.  Just then a lady walking her dog 
appeared, I introduced myself and enquired whom do I contact for access.  
I’ll ring my husband, she kindly announced.  He appears with a warming 
countenance and eulogised about his small plantation of Spindle trees.  He 
was very knowledgeable on his information, to whit I enjoyed.  The Spindle 
Tree is on that borderland betwixt bush or tree is rarely recognised and 
confused with Buckthorn or Dogwood.  In October however its fruits have 
changed to a pale crimson hue which renders them the most conspicuous of 
fruit in the hedgerow.  The shining leaves vary from egg shape to lance 
projection.  In Autumn they change to yellow and red, when bruised they 
give of a foetid odour, the juice is acrid and said to be toxic. 
 
The reputation of this wood has long been esteemed in the fashioning of 
small wares essential.  The name is a left over of a survivor of its common 
name when spinning was the gift of every woman.  The spindles were in 
demand for winding the spun upon. Its other names my host enlightened me 
were Euonymus Europeus, pegwood and prickwood.  The young shoots 
make excellent charcoal for artistic use.  It is rarer in Scotland and Ireland 
than in England.  The spindle can grow to twenty feet or more, in hedgerow 
it is contained. My host I thanked and was just going to cycle away when he 
invited me to see his small retreat of Locust Trees (Robina Pseudacacia).  
This tree is little planted now due to its reputation;  as promoted by William  
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Cobbet, who on his return from the United States in about AD 1820 preached 
salvation to the timber grower in England. 
 
William Cobbett was famous because of his book ‘Rural Rides’- in part 
traversing Boscobel, Tong to Bentley Hall, Hilton, Wall etc.  His notes are too 
numerous for this script, so dear reader, back to the Locust Tree.  His prose 
about this tree of miracles was exposed to all, thus the demand exceeded 
supply.  So Mr. Cobbett opened a tree nursery—claiming “only Cobbet’s 
Robinias will do”.  Other nurseries had in stock Locust Trees, but not of this 
sept.  The public only wanted ‘Cobbet’s Robinias’ , thinking it was a new 
introduction, though it had been grown in this country for two centuries!  Its 
wood is hard, strong and durable but liable to crack and of limited utility.  This 
fault was not realised until thirty or forty years later. 
 
The locust tree was introduced to Britain in the AD 1640s,Linnaeus the 
botanist named the genus in honour of Jean Robin.  It is a tree of light and 
graceful application, its branches being long and slender and the long narrow 
leaves being broken up into a large number of small leaflets, arranged 
pinnately, that is feather-wise.  Its flowers are pea-shaped, similar to the 
Laburnum, are white and fragrant. It aspires to reach thirty or forty feet or more 
if not impeded.  Its name came with it from the English colonies of North 
America;  it was said the fruit is akin to wild honey. 
 
I said to my host Mr. R. T…..a special thank-you but was invited to tea and 
vituals at his farm house, which concluded a very pleasant day.  
 
Well dear reader ‘What can I say’, who knows what is round the corner of 
knowledge.  Yes you have been wondering—no breakdowns, only a mudguard 
stay repaired with ye old black tape. 
 
A slug of water and off we go back home.  Dark and dank. 
 
John D. Holder 

 

 
 
 
 

Euonymus europaea— 
Spindle Tree 



14 

 

 
Short Break in Cambridge 

 
 
When looking for a winter break in the UK you need a mixture of indoor and 
outdoor places to visit to cater for the vagaries of the weather at that time of 
year. 
 
Cambridge makes a good choice and at the end of January Peter and I 
arrived in Cambridge on a dry sunny afternoon and our first visit was to the 
University Botanical Gardens a 10 min walk from our hotel on the edge of the 
city centre. 
 
The first thing that hit us on entering the gardens was the amazing scent of 
winter flowering shrubs - this incredible scent followed us all around the 
gardens. 
 
Snowdrops were everywhere and the winter walk was full of colour and 
flowering shrubs, Daphne, Sarcococca, Hamamelis and Viburnums to name 
just a few. 
 
The garden is well looked after and the beds mulched with compost which 
made the snowdrops stand out really well with the dark soil beneath them. 
The rain started just as we left the gardens after 2 hours of wandering 
around, whoever thinks gardens are boring in winter should visit here. 
 
The weather stayed kind the following day as we enjoyed a guided walking 
tour of the Colleges ending in the glorious Kings College Chapel. 
 
The afternoon brought the rain but we found an interesting small museum of 
antique scientific instruments so kept in the dry. 
 
The Fitzwilliam Museum took up most of our last day, a superb museum with 
free entry and really good exhibitions. 
 
On leaving Cambridge to return home we visited Anglesey Abbey whose 
gardens I have long wanted to see but have never been in the area when 
they were open. 
 
The National Trust now extend openings throughout most of the year to 
many of their properties so we were lucky the house and garden were open 
especially as the snowdrops were in full flower. A guided walk to see the 
specialist snowdrop collection was the icing on the cake for me and brought 
our short but very enjoyable break to an end. 
 
Pat Orme 
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Plant of the Month—February 2020 
 
 

Helleborus 
 
Commonly known as hellebores, the Eurasian genus Helleborus consists of 
approximately 20 species of herbaceous or evergreen perennial flowering 
plants in the family Ranunculaceae.  
 
Despite names such as "winter rose", "Christmas rose" and "Lenten rose", 
hellebores are not closely related to the rose family. 
 
Quick facts 

 Great for winter interest 

 A source of food for pollinating insect in early spring 

 Nodding flowers from late winter to spring 

 Many are evergreen and some have attractive silver or marbled leaves 

 Plant soon after purchase from autumn to spring in moist, but free-      
draining soil 

 Most are hardy and happy in light shade 

 Remove damaged or disease leaves in autumn/winter 

 Mulch in spring to reduce drying out of the soil 

  
Divide in early autumn. Propagate the species by seed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo - 
 
Angela Alexander 
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Our Dorchester Garden Again 
 
Last night, a tremendous wind blew in from the south-west, continuing through 
to this morning, Sunday the 9

th
 of February, with little let-up.  Thus, beyond a 

dash between the squally rain showers to rescue and place in a sheltered spot 
two large potted shrubs, a myrtle and a pittosporum, there has been no activity 
on the garden today. 
 
Over the past month however, despite setbacks with weather and irksome 
attitudes of council planners, substantial progress has been made.  A vehicle 
entrance from the road at the west end of the property has been created and a 
paved driveway laid, making access much safer. 
 
A base for a new greenhouse to be delivered next month and to be situated 
end-on to the prison wall and opposite the shed, is now ready.  We will place a 
seat on the area (now paved with recycled pavers from below,) between the 
two buildings, on which to rest during necessary coffee breaks when working 
up that end of the garden. 
 
Several trailer loads of Purbeck stone were purchased and collected from the 
quarry beyond Corfe Castle.  Over time Colin and our son have built two 
striking retaining walls, one to support the bank along the length of the main 
garden, and the other to incorporate safer steps, while strengthening the 
original four foot building block wall  that delineates the patio from the raised 
garden beyond and above it.  Now denuded of its old pavers, this patio will be 
repaved with new ones. 
 
A week has gone by and it is now Sunday 16

th
 of February.  Another storm 

howled in last night along with yet more rain that has nowhere left for it to soak 
away.  The water meadows fed by the River Frome, and the allotments and 
little nature reserve alongside them, are all flooded.  The mill leat parallel to 
them is now a rushing torrent; and there’s more to come.   
 
There is a silver lining however.  The fruit trees we planted in the long bank 
have settled in and are thriving, having benefited from the constant early 
waterings.  The snowdrops are flowering well, while the other spring plants we 
put in, although small yet, look to be quite healthy.  The grass seed will be 
sown there shortly and yellow rattle plug plants added to discourage too much 
growth.  We don’t wish to employ a sheep or a goat to keep the grass in 
check!   
 
This bank narrows as it reaches the bungalow, becoming much steeper and 
running the whole length of the building on the south side.  It is supported by 
interlocking oval concrete blocks, that are used apparently, on Italian 
mountainsides to prevent slippage of   precariously positioned dwellings.  The 
top is only about fifteen inches wide before it meets the continuation of the 
ugly Leylandii hedge.  The gaps between the blocks are earth filled and in  



18 

 

 
 
earlier years have been planted with the low growing clump forming 
Campanula portenschlagiana (Dalmatian Bellflower), Muscari, a few now 
struggling primroses and the odd patch of white rock plant that just doesn’t 
seem to fit in.  It was quite apparent that neither the top of this weed-ridden 
wall nor its side has been given any attention for some years, so a week or so 
ago I made a start.  To deal with it required the following: one short ladder in 
order to attain the seven foot high top, one hand and one long garden fork, 
plus a small pair of secateurs, along with determined concentration and daily 
balancing acts.  Guiltily I have consigned hundreds (if not thousands) of 
Muscari to the council wheelie bin while telling them that they are making the 
sacrifice for the good of those that remain.  They do look lovely in the spring, 
softening the rather grim concrete and brightening up the shaded view from the 
kitchen window.  I think I will add some Corydalis ochroleuca when I can 
source it, to a few of the niches.  It is such a lovely little plant and long 
flowering too. 
 
Perhaps (understandably) you might be wondering why at our age we  chose 
to move to this untamed property.  Well, I think we must like a challenge. 
Considering how to make it age-friendly, planning the hard landscaping and 
endeavouring to visualise the end results as a whole, (sorry professional 
garden designers, we don’t do computer drawn designs and plans) has given 
us great pleasure.  It has also enabled our son, originally a motoring journalist, 
to use his considerable skills, gain experience in another field and as a now 
single father, work nearer to home where he is free to bring up his daughter.  It 
has certainly been a blessing after the wrench of leaving old friends and 
familiar territory to be nearer to family at this stage of our lives. 
 
Now that Spring is on its way, we will aim to revisit some of the wonderful 
gardens we have found down in this part of the world and to seek out others.  
Come and discover some for yourselves.  
 
          
 
Elizabeth White        

Corydalis ochroleuca 
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Moving 
 
Those plants will wake up in a place that is new 
And see a sky different from the one in which they grew 
 

I hope they will settle into their new home 
Where love and affection is clearly shown 
 

Will their roots explore this darkened earth 
Maybe their taste buds will falter from that of their birth 
 

We can but say that we tried to welcome them into the fold 
And if they thrive their joy we will behold 
 

Gordon Malt 
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Fred’s Plot 
 

For growing  vegetables February is an unusual month—it is too early to do 
much. 
 
I have got my seed potatoes ready for this year, chitting in the garage on the 
windowsill.  First earlies are again ‘Arran Pilot’, second ‘Maris Peer’ and for 
special roast potatoes ‘Maris Piper’. 
 
I have planted some parsnip seed in kitchen roll cardboard tubes, ‘Gladiator’ 
and an F1 called ‘Palace’. 
 
I have to purchase some Leek seed and I grow them the old-fashioned way, 
planting about 20 seeds in a 5” pot in the greenhouse and when they are 6” 
high shake out of the pot and put them in holes  3” 
deep and water them. 
 
Very little else to report.  
 
Fred Ellett 

 
 

Brightest flowers of early spring 
Daffodils and Jonquils  

Shout seasonal joy aloud 
These lovely flowers always bring 

Sunshine that never will 
Be dimmed by veil of cloud 
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The Daffodil Society 
Annual Show 2020 

 
Main Competition 

To be held at: The Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
Westbourne Road, Edgbaston, 

Birmingham B15 3TR 
Saturday and Sunday 

18th & 19th April 
 

Show open to public:- 1.00pm to 5.00pm Saturday 
10.00am to 5.00pm Sunday 

 
 

 
 

With trumpets lifted to face the sun 
And petals opened wide to drink 

Those warming rays 
Daffodils and Jonquils imply fun 
Encouraging mankind to think  

Of brighter days 
 

Daffodils and Jonquils seek the sun 
As it travels along 

Days that are lengthening 
Seeing them proves Spring has begun 

And that before long 
We will be summering 

 
 
Mary Havran 
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Forthcoming Visits 
 
Saturday 25

th
 April 11am 

 
Avocet, 3 Main Road, Plealy, Shrews SY5 0UZ. £7 incl refreshments 
 
This a cottage style garden with modern twists owned by plantaholics and 
shared with wildlife. Designed around a series of garden compartments and 
for year-round interest. Features include a wildlife pool, mixed borders, 
seaside garden, gravel garden, succulents, trained fruit trees and sculpture. 
This sounds like an excellent start to the season. 
 
2.30pm 
Edge Villa, Edge, Nr Yockleton, SY5 9PY £8 incl refreshments  
                           
Two acres nestling in South Shrops. hills. Large herbaceous borders, veg 
plot, chickens in the orchard. Dewpond  surrounded by purple elder, irises, 
candelabra primulas,and dieramas. Many unusual plants for sale. 
 
Saturday 23rd May 11am 
Four Seasons, 26 Buchanon Road, Walsall, WS4 2EN £4.50 NGS open day 
tea/coffee and biscuits available 
 
Suburban South facing gently sloping to arboretum, 130 acers,  
450 azaleas, bulbs, hellebores, perennials, begonias, bright conifers, topiary 
and shrubs. Pagoda, water features, stone ornaments. I have tried several 
times to arrange a visit with no luck, I thought this NGS open day would be a 
good chance to have a look at this well known garden 
 
2.30pm 
Members plant sale  at the garden of Pat and Andrew Haddock, 121 Little 
Sutton Lane, Four Oaks Sutton Coldfield, B75 6SN. Refreshments available 
Members annual plant sale hosted by Pat and Andrew, if you have not visited 
their garden before you are in for a treat. Please bring along any surplus 
plants that you may have to raise funds for the group. 
 
Saturday 20

th
 June 11am 

Westacres, Wolverhampton Road, Prestwood, Nr Stourbridge, DY7 5AN  £5 
incl refreshments 
 
¾ acre plant collectors garden with unusual plants and many different 
varieties of acers, hostas, shrubs. Woodland walk, large koi pool.  
 
There is a small nursery right by this garden, Ashwoods is about a mile 
away 
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I was lucky enough to take home from the AGM the 
portion of May’s pate which hadn’t been eaten.  It was 
delicious so I’ve got the recipe from her.  Here it is: 
 
 
Mackerel Pate 
 
 
2 packs of Sainsbury’s Hot Smoked Mackerel Fillets 
Skinned and put in a good processor. 
 
Add 2 good tablespoons of Philadelphia Cream Cheese. 
 
Add fresh grated horseradish to taste or use Sainsbury’s Creamed 
Horseradish to taste. 
 
Squeeze of lemon juice to taste.  
 
NB  Obviously this will make a large amount, but it will freeze beautifully 
in individual ramekin dishes BUT ONLY IF YOU USE FULL FAT CREAM 
CHEESE. 
 
Mary asks that we acknowledge Mary 
Berry and Jamie Oliver 
 
Sue Potter 
 

 
 

 
2.30pm 
Kinver Open Gardens 12pm onwards £5 Tickets from the clock tower in the 
middle of the town I suggest we meet at the fire station at about 3.30 for 
refreshments. 
 
Jane Norris 
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