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Committee 

                             

 Please send articles for magazine in either Word Format  

(any version), as an email or printed on A5, Arial 10pt. 

 

Articles for Summer Edition to me by 1st June 2019 please 

Pat Ellett 

 

 

Website of our Group:  https://staffsandworcsgardening.club 

 
Please look at our Website – an ‘instant’ review of each event, photos, 

and of course a digital version of our Magazine. 
 

 

Please note that for insurance purposes members in our 
group should also be a member of the National Cottage 

Garden Society 
 
 

Front cover—The Squirrels don’t eat our Crocuses! 
Photo by—Helen Lewis 

This information available only to our members 
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Hello Everyone, 
 
Well here we are in February and what a change this year is from last when 
we had "The Beast from the East". This year we have had "The Best from the 
West", temperatures breaking all records. This has brought lots of early colour 
to the garden with bulbs, Primulas, Rhododendrons, Camellias and shrubs all 
coming into flower so early.                 
 
It was so cheering with the news that Angela has taken on the role of 
Secretary and along with Heather taking the role of Treasurer I'm sure we 
have two very capable replacements. To replace Angela's previous role 
Gordon as agreed to do the Talks from next year.  
 
February's talk was so different with a most entertaining speaker in Joan 
Lockley talking with a passion on Hedgehogs and her pet Hedgehog 
"Freddie” ’doing the rounds’ of our members.  
 
Here’s hoping for a good Spring and Summer. 
                      
Haydn. 

“And where suns peep, in every sheltered place, 
The little early buttercups unfold 

A glittering star or two—till many trace 
The edges of the blackthorn clumps in gold” 

 
John Clare, “Young Lambs” 
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Talk at Swindon Community Centre by Samantha Hopes of 

Hopes Garden Plants ‘Spring has Sprung’ 
19th January, 2019 

 
 
What an afternoon we had! I can only describe it as a romp through almost 
every Spring plant through to early Summer accompanied by the most 
beautiful photos. 
 
Samantha pointed out that many Spring bulbs are alpines and get water from 
melting snow. They need to be planted quite deep so they don’t dry out, 
particularly in a trough. 
 
We were told that Cyclamen hederifolium would outcompete coum  and 
therefore needed to be planted separately. Be careful with crocus if you have 
squirrels—they eat the bulbs. 
 
I remember seeing fields of Narcissus at the top of the Central Massif (proof 
that they thrive with a wet Spring). The smell was wonderful.  
 
We saw Alliums--a shorter one with more open habit which self seeds—
christophii. 
 
If you cut the leaves off Epimedium before it flowers then they will be seen 
and the leaves grow again. 
 
I think Samantha has much more border than we have but she told us to 
experiment with colour combinations and layers. 
 
She moved on to trees and shrubs— with Camellia be careful where you 
plant it so it isn’t burnt by early morning sun. 
 
Her favourite Prunus incisa  is ‘Kojo-No-Mai’  (which means ’flight of the 
butterflies’ in Japanese  and Malus ‘Indian Magic’.  Of course with Malus 
there is the benefit of fruit in Autumn.  
 
Wisteria should be cut back to 2 buds in February and 7 buds in July. 
 
It is impossible to do justice to her talk. She kept us entertained for an hour 
and I certainly learned a lot.  
 
Helen Lewis 
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Things Botanical 
 

Acer foliis tripartite-palmatis,laciniis utrinque emarginatis obtusis cortice 
sulcato. What on earth is going on here? You are thinking that I have lost the 
plot – no pun intended! If you were around in 1737, this is the name/
description of our common Field Maple, a lovely tree and hedgerow plant 
which colours up well at this time of year with its yellow tones. Thankfully the 
scientific name for this is Acer campestre because that great Swedish 
botanist Linnaeus devised the binomial system of plant naming in 1753. I am 
not a latin scholar – having a down trodden ‘education’ at a sixties Secondary 
Modern School, nevertheless I find this scientific language fascinating and 
my only connection with it is through plants and discovering their meanings 
and pronunciation.  
 
There may still be people who think that botanical (scientific) names are just 
snobbish – far from it as there would be great ambiguity if they did  not exist 
due to the fact that there are often a number of common names for the same 
plant e.g. the common name for that beautiful herbaceous plant: Dicentra 
spectabilis can be: Bleeding Heart, Lady in the Bath, Dutchman ’s 
Breeches or Ladies’ Lockets, they all relate to the shape of the flower. In this 
instance Dicentra is the one universal name whether you are in Bosnia or 
Brazil which means that there is accurate exchange or purchase of seeds or 
plants by individuals or a Botanic Garden. But hang on a minute, hasn’t this 
plant had a name change – yes, it is called Lamprocapnos spectabilis these 
days! 
 
 I am often asked the question: Why do plant names get changed? There are 
a number of reasons, they can be wrongly named and classified to begin 
with; there are rules governing the naming (nomenclature) of plants which 
states that the first time a plant is given a name – this name should stand so 
if earlier documentation reveals that this is so – an alteration may take place. 
A botanist from say Kew or Edinburgh may study a particular plant group and 
find characteristics which were previously overlooked and re-classify the 
group.  
 
Gordon Malt 
 
 
 
Acer campestre 
 
Photo—Gordon Malt 
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Gardens Perused Whilst Cycling 

 
On I cycled to Penkridge Market, with the auction in process, with chickens, 
ducks, geese, garden plants, eggs etc., with oddities of the past.  Quarry 
tiles, hand ploughs, handseed fiddles, furniture and crockery.  Then I sought 
refreshment in St. Michael’s Church just over the way, with charming ladies 
who dispense a waitress service with smiles and pleasantries to please.  In a 
moment I lapsed to childhood memories with my parents, Cornwall, Isle of 
Wight, Builth Wells, Church Stretton.  I paid my dues both verbally and 
fiscally with a small donation to the Church’s fabric. 
 
I ventured across the Packhorse Bridge on by Whiston with its gardens to 
ease the eye, thrusting the pedals and cutting across to High-Onn Market, it 
is noted in history that a very kindly gentleman left a jug of ale and slices of 
pork pie for weary travellers in the 1870’s.  This consolation was much 
encompassed by his goodly wife’s sparkling perry for the ladies.   
 
On to Great Chatwell with an array of gardens to inspire the eye, with one  
warming enclosure opposite the village pub, with its wall of fifteen foot height  
with a most elegant arch, which is complexing to a thoughtful soul.  I 
enquired but no one seems to have the history of this joyous folly. 
 
I cycled on through Onslow, resting by the wood with its deer.  I rested, 
reflecting on William Robinson’s thesis on restoring the herbaceous border 
back into English gardens and dispensing, as he retorted “away with Laurel 
and Bay shrubberies—those sour dank wildernesses”.  He endeavoured to 
present to us the woodland glade with its bluebells, snowdrops, primulas etc., 
to please the eye.  He passed away in 1935 at the grand age of ninety-six;  I 
quote “I feel as if a leaf falling from a great oak”.  William Robinson founded 
three journals, The Garden, Gardening Illustrated and the Flora and Sylva. 
 
I felt better now with a peck or two of cherry pie and a dollop of water from 
my old army flask.  The old Hercules cranked on reluctantly;  I’m sure it 
knows its going away from home.  On we go through Outwoods and Forton 
to the Aqualate Mere—gardens galore.  Here I met a charming lady of 
mature years who imbibed me with the following dire warnings. “If  ye brings 
in a sprig of thyme, gorse, blackthorn or wild poppy illness or death will follow 
and should Spring flowers flower in the Autumn with blossom, a green yule 
makes a fat churchyard”.  “If thistledown floats in the air—pain is sure!.  Did 
you know a pea pod with nine peas is a blessing of good health and always 
have a bay tree in the garden to keep the devil away”. 
 
I said my thanks and felt cheered up.  I cycled away about twenty minutes or 
five country miles and had a pedal collapse—I repaired and sped on.  Was it  
coincidence or a spell caste. 
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On to Norbury Junction and a cup of tea by the canal, down by Ranton Abbey, 
cycled on to Haughton village—it is said the Christmas lights as if Blackpool;  
over by Butterhill, all very charming, to Bradley Garden Centre. 
 
I must get back to Penkridge before the cake shop closes (Jaspers) as they do 
apple turnovers of kingly taste.  Suddenly I reflected the old Hercules bicycle 
felt lively—now we’re going home?  I wonder!  I sped on two deer leaps and 
was overwhelmed by a convoy of modern cyclists.  They made lively discussion 
as to this vision from the past.  One had a bicycle costing £6,000!!  Yes!  I said 
with a winking eye I paid £2 for mine at Penkridge Auctions in 1992.  They 
exclaimed “Rod brakes, no cables!!”  I ate some cherry pie, they ate energy 
bars.  They looked similar to fat bars one puts out for the birds—I’m sticking to 
cherry pie.  On I sped through Mitton superb gardens to Penkridge—no apple 
turnovers left so Viennese Fingers and a dollop of water.  I was sagging but I 
thrust the pedals for home. 
 
With a smile and a whisper.  
 
John D. Holder 
 
Post Scrictum—Dear readers—No punctures this day, I feel deprived! 
 
 
 

 

I had never “taken a cutting” before...Do you not 
realise that the whole thing is miraculous?  It is 
exactly as though you were to cut off your wife’s 
leg, stick it in the lawn, and be greeted on the 
following day by an entirely new woman, sprung 
from the leg, advancing across the lawn to meet 
you. 
 
 

Beverley Nichols—Down the Garden Path (1932) 
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Barbados 

 
 
We're just back from an impromptu holiday in Barbados, (lucky us), what a 
fabulous country. Our flat was situated in Bayville St Michael's 10 minutes 
walk from the wonderful white beaches and turquoise sea. We were 
amongst all the wonderful local people and the 5.30am cocks crowing - 
bless. 
 
Although the cricket result was disappointing the whole atmosphere was 
brilliant. We walked around all our local area taking in the beautiful Potato 
Tree with beautiful deep blue flowers, many wonderful Hibiscus and 
Bougainvillea, numerous birds, the wood dove, green parrots, the 
Bananaquit, to name but a few,  and also many  butterflies. 
 
We also visited, along with other attractions on the island, Hunte's garden 
which was originally part of a sugar plantation called Castle Grant. It was 
opened to the public in 2007 and took Anthony Hunte, plus 5 others, 2 years 
to create from a (sink hole) collapsed cave. It was fantastic, all our house 
plants, only much larger, magnificent Heliconia rostrata (Hanging Lobster 
Claw) and many, many more plants. The colours were spectacular, 
particularly  the Anthurium, deep purple, it took your breath away.  
 
Definitely a holiday to remember. 
 
Paulette Colley 

 

 

Poinsettia (Euphorbia pulcherrima).  Photo—Paulette 
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Fred’s Plot 
 

 
February is normally a difficult month as it is too early to do any amount of 
serious planting.  Due to this unseasonable weather which is not what we 
would normally expect at this time of year I have been able to get on with the 
re-fencing of the allotment at the top end of the garden and the new larger 
cage for the red currants. 
 
The old canes on my Autumn-fruiting raspberries have been cut down and 
my main crop were getting extremely old as they were a variety called ‘Glen 
Clover’, which I obtained from Luddington Research Station many years ago. 
I decided to replace half of them with newer varieties, namely ’Glen Moy’ and 
’Glen Ample’ from Ashridge Nurseries. 
  
The seed potatoes are chitting well and although early when ground 
conditions are suitable you can plant potatoes in February, as we 
occasionally did when I was in farming. 
 
This year I am growing first early ‘Arran Pilot’, an old but reliable variety, and 
second early ‘Wilja’, a good all-rounder which will do most jobs, i.e. boil, 
bake and to some extent chip.  Main crop variety this year will be ‘Maris 
Piper’ and I am also growing one of the oldest varieties available which I 
have acquired from a writer friend of mine and this is called ‘Arran Victory’.  
These are a bluey-purple coloured tuber which make a wonderful white 
mash. 
 
My broad beans, set in pots, are 2” high, started in the greenhouse, now in 
the frame.  They are a green-seeded variety obtained many years ago from 
my brother-in-law and I have saved the seed ever since. 
 
Parsnips I am growing this year are a new variety F.1 called ‘Palace’, half of 
which are sown in Petersfield Compost in kitchen roll cardboard tubes, 3 
seeds in each, which will be thinned out to 1 after germination.  These will be 
planted in their tubes directly into the ground, thus giving me not only an 
early advantage but a cleaner skin, due to the parsnips not coming into 
contact with the garden soil.  I also set another row in the garden into peat 
which I have placed in a conical hole filled with peat.  The hole is made with 
an iron bar.   
 
Here’s to a good gardening year. 
 
Fred Ellett 
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Early Potatoes - It does work!! 

  
Seed potatoes of an early variety “Swift” were planted in pots (one seed 
potato per pot) on 4th March 2018. 
 
Kept in an unheated greenhouse (fleecing to avoid frosts) the first potatoes 
were harvested on 20th May 2018 (approximately 10 weeks – but it has been 
a cold, sunless Spring), so a reasonable outcome. 
 
Enjoyed them with fish and Shropshire Asparagus plus lashing of butter. 
 
See photos. 
 
David Glennon 
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Talk on Hedgehog Rescue by Joan Lockley 

16th February at Wall Village Hall 
   
It was a packed house for our talk about Hedgehog rescue, Joan Lockley 
provided us with lots of information interspersed with humour. Joan runs West 
Midlands Hedgehog rescue almost single handedly, she has some volunteers 
who help with collecting sick or injured hedgehogs and fund raising. After 
rescuing a hedgehog in 2002 Joan learned more about the subject and 
WMHR was born. Joan has cared for about 8000 hogs since then and around 
600 a year are admitted to the purpose built “Hedgehog Hosprickal”. 
 
Hedgehogs are nocturnal they have poor eyesight but have very good hearing 
and an acute sense of smell, they do not bite. They can cover an area of 2 
square miles in one night. The front legs are for digging the back legs are for 
cleaning. Contrary to popular belief they are not normally covered  with fleas. 
 
Hedgehogs are only seen in daylight if they are sick or injured, even in 
summer they probably have hypothermia and need to be kept warm. A high 
sided box filled with torn newspaper is ideal if the hedgehog feels cold to 
touch place a bottle filled with hot water under the paper, an adult hedgehog 
should be able to get off the heat source a young one should be kept on the 
heat. Cover or close the box to protect from flies and maggots. NEVER leave 
a hedgehog out in open daylight. 
 
Hedgehogs like to eat meat based cat food (tinned or dried), dried or live 
mealworms, raisins, chopped nuts, chopped meat (cooked or raw). NEVER 
give hedgehogs bread and milk it will KILL them. Hedgehogs need to weigh 
600gm before hibernation or they are unlikely to survive, if found outside 
during winter they are probably juveniles looking for food  and they will 
probably starve without help. 
 
To help hedgehogs to survive check bonfires before lighting, cover drains and 
holes, provide a ramp out of cattle grids. Provide a ramp or submerged stones 
so hedgehogs can climb out if they visit your pond during the night. Keep 
water levels topped up. 
 
Always put rubbish in the bin and make sure the lids are firmly on. Hedgehogs 
will climb into discarded soda cups and cans, some designs of which can trap 
the hedgehog. 
 
When supporting plants with netting leave a 1ft gap between the netting and 
the ground 
 
Hedgehogs love to nestle into compost heaps so take care when turning your 
compost heap or taking compost from the heap. 
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Keep shed and greenhouse doors closed and keep poisons out of reach . 
 
Take care when mowing and strimming, avoid using slug pellets. 
 
At the end of  the talk Joan introduced us to one of her hedgehogs, he didn't 
seem to mind all the attention he was getting showing they can be quite tame. 
Hedgehogs are endangered but as you can see there are things we can do to 
help them, and of course they will return the favour by eating the slugs in the 
garden. 
 
If you find a hedgehog and you have any concerns you can contact WMHR for 
advice anytime. Call on 01922419532 or call or text 07837409533 for more 
information visit website www.wmhr.org.uk 
 
Thank you Angela for organising such an interesting talk. 
 
Jane Norris 
 

 
Photos—David Glennon 

http://www.wmhr.org.uk/
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“Ah so” - the first new pest of the year 

 

 

An odd-looking scale insect with strings of eggs that wrap around branches 
has been named as the first new garden pest of the year, plant experts have 
said. 
 

The cotton stringy scale - or takahashia japonica - was discovered on a 
magnolia in Berkshire, the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) confirmed.  
 

The creatures, which are believed to have been imported, are currently not 
thought to cause any issues for host plants. But the unsightly appearance of 
the egg masses could be of concern for some. 
 

Gardeners who cannot bear the sight of the insects can remove them with a 
stiff brush and water. 
 

Those who find the pests in their gardens are being urged to contact the 
RHS, which is hoping to build a picture of the plants they are being 
found on. 
 

Magnolias, mulberries, elders, sycamores and dogwoods are considered 
the pests' favourite. 
 

"The cotton stringy scale is the first new pest detected by the RHS in 2019," 
said Gerard Clover, head of plant health at the RHS. "On average four are 
found every year but the global plant trade is exacerbating the spread of pests 
and diseases and gardeners need to be alert to changes and maintain  
good plant health. 
                                          David Glennon—who read this on Sky News 
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Cherry & Coconut Cake 
 
 

Makes:  20cm/8 in round cake 
Preparation: 30 minutes 
Oven: 180°C/350°F/gas 4 
Cooking: 1¼ hours 
 
350g/12 oz. self-raising flour 
Pinch salt 
175g/6oz. margarine 
225g/8oz. glace cherries 
50g/2oz desiccated coconut 
175g/6oz caster sugar 
2 large eggs 
About 150ml/¼ pt milk 
Granulated sugar 
 
Grease a 20cm/8in round cake tin.. Sift the flour and salt into a bowl and rub 
in the cut-up margarine.  Quarter the cherries, toss them in the coconut and 
add, with the sugar, to the flour, stirring lightly to combine.  Beat the eggs 
and stir them into the mixture, together with sufficient milk to give a stiff but 
dropping consistency. 
 
Turn the mixture into the prepared tin, level the surface, dust with granulated 
sugar and bake in a pre-heated oven at 180°C/350°F/gas 4 for about 1¼ 
hours or until well risen and golden brown.  Cover the top of the cake loosely 
with a piece of foil if it browns too quickly—check after 1 hour.  
 
 
Pat Ellett 

Loveliest of trees, the cherry now is hung with 
bloom along the bough, 

And stands the woodland ride  
Wearing white for Eastertide 

 
A Shropshire Lad — A. E. Housman 1896 
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Forthcoming Visits  

 
Saturday 13

th
 April 11am 

Whtcombe House, Overbury,  Tewks. GL20 7NZ £7 incl. refreshments. 
 
A dramatic, alluring, classical English cottage garden. Wafting, changing 
colours on rainbow watch, framed over arch and bent against ubiquitous stone 
walls. Sit by the Captains bridge, near brook banked with astilbe, geranium, 
and primula. Pastel coloured borders. Be led down the path of dreams and 
themes: the joy of plant seekers. 
 
2.30pm 
Conderton Manor,  Conderton, Nr Tewks. GL20 7PR £7.50 inc. refreshments. 
 
7 acre garden replanted in a contemporary style with magnificent views of 
Cotswolds. Flowering cherries and bulbs in Spring. Formal terrace, with 
clipped box parterre. Mixed borders, bog and quarry garden. Many unusual 
trees and shrubs make this a garden to visit at all seasons. Visitors are 
particularly encouraged to come in Spring and Autumn. This is a small 
arboretum of particular interest to tree lovers. The views towards the 
Cotswolds are spectacular and it provides a peaceful walk of about an hour. 
 
Saturday 1

st
 June 11am 

The Garth, 2 Broc Hill Way, Milford, Stafford ST17 0UB £5 inc. refreshments. 
 
A half acre garden of many levels on Cannock Chase. Acid soil-loving plants. 
Series of small gardens, water features, raised beds. Rare trees, island beds 
of unusual shrubs and perennials, many varieties of hosta and ferns. Varied 
and colourful foliage, summerhouse, arbours and quiet seating to enjoy the 
garden. Ancient sandstone caves. 
 
2.30pm 
8 Arnotdale Drive, Hednesford, Staffs. WS12 4JG Refreshments available. 
 
Members plant sale hosted by Angela Alexander. Please bring along any 
plants that you may have, clearly labelled. 

 
Saturday 15th June 11am 
Eccleshall open gardens, around 10 gardens of varying styles will be open.  I 
suggest we meet at the library where tickets can be purchased at a cost of £5. 
  
I thought it was worth  missing a meeting in May as attendance tends to be 
low, and have  two visits in June instead. Do let me know if you think this 
works 

 
Jane Norris 
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Our son’s chilli peppers drying in the sun  

 
Photo—Pat Ellett 

 


